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HERRING FISHERY — REVIEW 
101. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Fisheries: 
I refer to the review into the herring fishery conducted by the Department of Fisheries’ salmon and herring working 
group. I am told that the report has been sitting on the minister’s desk since December. When is the minister going 
to make the report public and provide the fishing industry with certainty as to what its future holds? 
Mr D.J. KELLY replied: 
I thank the member very much for what I think is his first question on fisheries. I was a bit worried that he had 
been locked in a cupboard and was not allowed to come out, because the member for Vasse seemed to have taken 
up the fight in respect of sharks. I noticed that the member was put back in his place after giving that very 
reasonable interview on ABC radio, in which he said that he was not in support of a cull and that he was quite 
supportive of our individual shark deterrent subsidy. 
Several members interjected. 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: It’s a red herring! 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister, I just draw you to the question. 
Mr D.J. KELLY: I am just having trouble following my train of thought with the noise from the other side. 
The issue of the herring stocks has been long running. The previous government made the decision to halve the 
allowable take for herring. There was some controversy at the time about whether the reduction in herring take 
should be equally shared between the recreational fishers and the commercial fishers. I accepted the argument 
from the recreational fishers that the herring stock is an iconic family fish, so I asked that the recreational sector 
be protected. I understand that the commercial fishers take a different view; they have put a number of submissions 
to us. The department is continuing to review that decision. I am happy that the information I have is that the stock 
has not yet recovered, but we are still considering the new submissions from the commercial fishers. In good time, 
we will release that report. 
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